EUROPEAN UNION STRATEGY FOR COOPERATION IN INDO-PACIFIC :
Aim: to contribute to “regional stability, security, prosperity and sustainable development.

Current dynamics on the Indopacific:

e The present scenario in the Indo pacific is of intense geopolitical competition which aids to the
increasing tensions on trade and supply chains as well as in technological, political and security
areas.

e Human rights are also being challenged in the times of Indo-pacific tensions

EU strategy:

e [t has a long-term focus. It will be based on “upholding democracy, human rights, the rule of law
and respect for international law.

e [t will promote effective rules-based multilateralism, thus reiterating its support for ASEAN
(Association of SouthEast Asian Nations). This was also stressed by India.

e It will collectively work for the inclusive and equitable socio-economic development of the

region in the Post COVID world.
INDIA-UAE RELATIONS:

News: Indian External affair Minister went for a meeting with the UAE foreign minister, at the same

time Pakistan Foreign Minister was also in UAE.
Meeting outcomes:

e [t focussed on post COVID recovery both economically and socially.
o Thus indicating India’s concern about re-employment of nationals who lost jobs in the
Gulf country during the pandemic.

e [t focussed on taking up bilateral cooperation which started in february 2021.
INGENUITY:

e Itis a tiny helicopter developed by NASA.
e [t flew over the Martian surface for fourty seconds,.
e [t was the first ever powered flight on any other planet

e It uses jet propulsion.



Powered Aircraft:

e [tis an aircraft which uses onboard propulsion with mechanical power generated by an aircraft
engine of some kind.

e Aircraft propulsion generally always uses either a type of propeller, or a form of jet propulsion.

Jet Propulsion:

e [t is an application of Newton’s thirds law of motion i.e. for every action there is an equal and
opposite reaction.

e In this, the atmospheric air is made to accelerate as it passes through the engine.

e The force which provides this acceleration has an equal effect in the opposite direction acting on
the apparatus which produces the acceleration.

e In jet propulsion engines/ propellers propel the aircraft by thrusting a large weight of air
backwards.

o In the form of a large air slipstream at comparatively low speed.

o The other in the form of a jet of gas at very high speed.
CHILDREN AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

The present generation is history's very first “Al” generation. Children are living in the age
where they converse with Alexa and play with robot playmates. They are born in the age of the world
increasingly powered by virtual reality and artificial intelligence (Al). This brings in the need to protect

their rights, privacy, and well-being in digital environments just as they are in the physical world.
Changes brought in by the Artificial Intelligence in the normal life:

e [t has not only changed the task that humans used to perform but our behaviours, our preferences,

our perceptions of the world and of ourselves.

Challenges:

e DIGITAL DIVIDE: Internet accessibility is the biggest hurdle for the children to tap the
opportunities offered by the Al. According to the reports of the UNICEF and the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU), around two-thirds of the world’s children do not have access

to the Internet at home.



e CREATION OF A CHILD PROOF DIGITAL ENVIRONMENT : we need to create an

environment which encourages the growth and development of the children and at the same time

protect the children from the harm and potential threats of artificial intelligence.

e PERSPECTIVE BUILDING:

o

Presently children of every age group have access to Internet and social media which now
is an imperative due to the push given to the already flourishing sector of digital
education by the lockdown imposed as a consequence of the spread of COVID-19
pandemic.

In the growth years when an individual starts developing its perspective regarding the
world and the society, the very nature of social media of feeding the same kind of news to
a reader aids in developing a biased and skewed narrative instead of a rational and
balanced one. He/she is less likely to appreciate the beauty of the difference of the

opinion.

What needs to be done?

e We have double imperatives in hand to meet which includes getting all children on-line and

creating child-safe digital spaces

e C(Creation of safe digital spaces: It requires a multi pronged action plan which includes:

o

O

o

Legal and technological safeguards

Spreading greater awareness among parents, guardians and children on how Al works in

reality.

Certain tools need to be created like trustworthy certification and rating systems in order
to enable sound choices on safe Al apps.

Banning anonymous accounts.

Enforceable ethical principles of non-discrimination and fairness embedded in the policy
and design of Al systems.

Do “no harm” risk assessments for all algorithms that interact with children or their data.

e There is aneed to ensure restricted profiling and data collection.

e We need to equip the citizens with the knowledge, tools and awareness to protect themselves from

any kind of threats posed by technology.



Way forward:

e The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child adopted General Comment 25, on
implementing the Convention on the Rights of the Child and fulfilling all children’s rights in the
digital environment.

e The policies that are being implemented by the government of India in the Physical world needs
to be implemented in the digital space as well, such as National Policy for Children (2013).

e In the age of globalisation and interconnected world the more we could agree multilaterally and
by multi-stakeholder groups on such policies, the easier it may be to implement nationally and

locally.

NEED OF STRICTER BANK LOANS TO PREVENT FRAUDS:

RBI Annual Report:

e [t revealed that the total number of cases of fraud with a minimum size of X1 lakh at banks and
other financial institutions increased by 28% by volume.
e [t surged 159%, or more than 2.5 times, by value to X1.85-lakh crore in the financial year
2019-2020. They declined during the COVID-19 Pandemic.
e Worrying factor of the Frauds:
o Concentration of frauds: In the report, RBI found a concentration of large value frauds
with the top 50 credit-related frauds constituting 76% of the total amount.
o Delayed reporting of the frauds:
m  RBI has already created a framework to facilitate the prevention, early detection
and prompt reporting of such frauds.
m  Despite these frameworks, the average lag in detecting these transactions was 24
months during 2019-20.
m In the frauds with sum involved is more than X100 crore, the average lag was
more than five years.
o More concentration of frauds in the Public sector Banks as they accounted for around

80% share in 2019-20. However the speed of increasing fraud in the private sector is



more than in the public sector banks with an increase of 34% as compared to 24% in

public sector banks.

REPROMULGATION OF ORDINANCE RIGHT OR WRONG?

News: the Union Government has repromulgated the ordinance establishing a commission for air quality

management in the National Capital Region, or the Commission for Air Quality Management in

National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas Ordinance, 2020

Issues:

The practice of re-promulgation of ordinance without getting them ratified by the Parliament has

raised questions on the legality of the practice.

What does the Constitution say?

Ordinance:

e [tis a special power, granted for unavoidable situations, by the constitution to the central and
State governments to make laws when Parliament (or the State Legislature) is not in session.

e Thus the power of law making which is by default a legislative power is given in the hands of the
executive to deal with urgent matters.

e In order to avoid its misuse and doing justice to the legislative, The Constitution said that the
ordinance will lapse at the end of six weeks after Parliament (or the State Legislature) will meet

next.

Practice of ordinance promulgation: Though the provision of ordinance is an extraordinary provision, it

is being used by the government more regularly.

e In the decade of the 1950s union ordinances were issued at an average of 7.1 per year.
e In the 1990s they were issued at a rate of 19.6 per year and then decreased to 7.9 per year in the
2010s.



e The recent year have again witnessed the spike in the number of ordinance with 16 in 2019, 15 in

2020.

Can the ordinance be re-promulgated:

e Constitution: it is silent on the question of Re-promulgation
e Constitutional assembly debate: Interestingly, in the constituent assembly debate the question
of repromulgation never arises.
e Supreme court:
o In 1986, in D.C. Wadhwa case against the Bihar government which had issued 256
ordinances between 1967 and 1981, out of which 11 which were existing for more than
10 years.
o The constitutional bench ruled that re promulgation of ordinances was unconstitutional.
o It said, “it would most certainly be a colourable exercise of power for the Government
to ignore the Legislature and to promulgate the Ordinance”. “Such a stratagem would be
repugnant to the constitutional scheme as it would enable the Executive to transgress its
constitutional limitation in the matter of law making in an emergent situation and to

covertly and indirectly arrogate to itself the law making function of the Legislature

Impact of the judgement of 1986:

e The judgement failed to stop the practice of the ordinance repromulgation.
e On the contrary, the centre followed the same step as, in 2013 and 2014, the Securities Laws
(Amendment) ordinance was promulgated three times.

e An unconstitutional practice
The Supreme Court again in January 2017 with a seven-judge Constitution Bench declared the practice
to be unconstitutional and found it to be subversive of the legislative process. Even this judgment went

ignored.

For instance:



e The Indian Medical Council Amendment Ordinance was first issued in September 2018, and
reissued in January 2019. Despite the fact that it was passed by only one House of Parliament in
the intervening session.

e The present case of the Commission for Air Quality Management is even more egregious, as a
Bill to replace the ordinance was not even introduced in the parliament. However, the ordinance
has been repromulgated now.

e The use of ordinance route is nothing less in states as well:

o For example, in 2020, Kerala issued 81 ordinances, Karnataka issued 24 and Maharashtra

21.

How to restore the democratic order:

The legislatures and the courts need to check the practice. That is why the Constitution has provided for
the separation of powers and the concept of checks and balances by the different organs of the
constitution. By checking this practice of ordinance re promulgation the other two organs must fulfill

theory responsibility resorted to them by the Constitution and the Constitution makers.



